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him had it not been indiscreet to the point of
danger to inform himself in such regard. Even
as a tiller of the soil, Sun's father knew that it
is dangerous business to know too much about
government. The Taiping Eebellion was still
fresh in Ms mind, and since the "long-haired
rebels " had failed so dismally and paid with their
heads for their temerity in inquiring into politics,
he, no doubt, with the majority of his generation,
believed in a most discreet ignorance in all
matters concerning authority.

There was one thing, however, that was im-
pressed upon young Sun's mind from the earliest
period of his recollection, that the actual and
Mghest ruler of the great CMnese world was not
a CMnese but a foreigner. This declaration, half
wMspered about, made a deep impression on
Wen's mind.

"The ruler of the Chinese is not CMnese?
Why?"

He made Ms mother his confidant in his search
for information. She herself did the best she
could to help him on his search for the truth, but,
alas, she was only a Chinese woman!

Finding that his mother could, as his closest
friend, give Mm no political information, he con-
sidered that she might help him out in some of
the other problems that were worrying him.
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